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Helping improve the legal, political, economic, health, education and 
professional status of women and girls locally and internationally. 

In honor of International Women’s Day, CARE 

presents Half the Sky LIVE, a one-night-only 

event in movie theatres nationwide 

on Thursday, March 4, 2010, at 7:30pm.  (see it 

locally at Celebration! Cinema North for $11.50, 

tickets can be purchased at the door or online) 

 

Inspired by the bestselling book from Pulitzer 

Prize-winning journalists Nicholas Kristof and 

Sheryl WuDunn, this will be 

an exciting night of musical performances, celeb-

rity commentary and uplifting stories about women 

and girls overcoming 

tremendous obstacles. Watch as the pages of Half 

the Sky come to life in “Woineshet,” a powerful 

short film by Academy 

Award® Winner Marisa Tomei and Lisa Leone. 

 

Half the Sky LIVE is much more than a night at 

the movies. With appearances by India.Arie; Maria 

Bello; Diane Birch; Michael 

Franti; Dr. Helene Gayle (CARE); Angelique 

Kidjo; Nicholas Kristof; Rachel Mayanja (UN); 

Andrea Mitchell; Marisa Tomei; Sarah, 

Duchess of York; Amb. Melanne Verveer; Sheryl 

WuDunn and others, this event will move you to 

help women and girls around 

the world turn oppression into opportunity.  To-

gether, we can take a stand against the oppression 

and human rights violations  

that keep half the world’s population from fulfill-

ing its potential. 

 

Go to www.halftheskylive.com to view all the de-

tails.   

 

Half the Sky is inspired by Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalists Nicholas Kristofôs 

and Sheryl WuDunnôs New York Times 
bestseller, ñHalf The Sky,ò which follows 

the stories of extraordinary women 
around the world as they struggle to 

overcome oppression. Kristof and 

WuDunn focus on three major prob-

lems facing women ï sex trafficking, 
maternal mortality and violence 

against women. They argue that em-
powering women is the key to alleviat-

ing poverty and uplifting communities 
in developing countries.  

 
ñWoineshetò is a new film about a poor 

Ethiopian girl who ultimately triumphs 

over sexual violence and discrimina-
tion. As a teenager from a small vil-

lage in Ethiopia, Woineshet and her 
family bravely fought against brutal 

local traditions of rape and forced 
marriage. The co-directorial debut of 

Marisa Tomei and Lisa Leone, 
ñWoineshetò is an adaptation of this 

brave and inspirational true story.   

 
Founded in 1945, CARE is a leading 

humanitarian organization fighting 
global poverty. CARE places special 

focus on working alongside poor 
women because, equipped with the 

proper resources, women have the 
power to help whole families and en-

tire communities escape poverty. 

Working in more than 70 countries, 
women are at the heart of CARE's 

community-based efforts to improve 
education, health and economic op-

portunity. Learn more at http://
www.care.org/. 

 
The Half the Sky event was captured 

live on February 11, 2010 out of New 

York City and is being rebroadcast to 
select theatres nationwide. 

 

http://www.halftheskylive.com
http://www.care.org/
http://www.care.org/
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Membership Committee 

Ways & Means Committee 

Service Committee  
Girls Learning Day:  We 

have secured the date for the 

Girls Learning Day for Thurs-

day, May 13, 2010 at 3 pm.  

We are working on getting 

attendees with first preference 

to Blanford and Big Sisters.  

The Grand Haven library was 

already booked so we will be 

hosting the aerospace science 

portion at UMC Dunes 

Church Social Hall (just a short 

distance from the boat docks).  

We are working on the meal 

selection and caterer.   

Anoosheh who helped us last 

year with the air portion re-

ceived a second AE Fellowship.  

We invited her to participate 

again this year in the same 

capacity and she has accepted 

citing how much she enjoyed 

the experience last year. 

Pad and Pillow Projects:  

On February 13, 2010 we had 

a pillow sewing service day.  

There were six in attendance.  

We made so many we had to 

go and buy more supplies!  

Great fun was had by all, espe-

cially knowing the pillows are 

in such short supply at the 

Cancer Center.   

Materials are being purchased 

to start work on sewing pads 

again.  A date will be selected 

to sew pads once the materials 

are in hand.  Our goal is to 

sew another 200 this year. 

YWPA Scholarship:  Britt-

ney Reilley from Mona Shores 

in Muskegon is applying.  We 

should consider a club level 

scholarship should she be a 

candidate.  

Literacy Center:  A book 

from the Dear America Series 

will be ordered for considera-

tion as a qualified donation. 

item, the scarf.  We will be 

getting that up and running 

soon.  We have been receiving 

orders regularly from the web-

site and this avenue of sales 

has been very profitable.  

FocuZ on Trafficking 

Event:  We have decided to 

host a the event in the early 

fall that will focus on the issue 

Sparkle Sales:  We sold out 

of our stock of Sparkles and 

ordered more to be sure to 

have inventory to sell at the 

upcoming International Con-

vention in San Antonio.  We 

will have both black and white 

shirts for sale as well as bur-

gundy scarves.  Currently we 

have all items for sale on our 

website except for the newest 

of trafficking and will be featur-

ing a book selection, a panel of 

experts and a movie.  Darcie 

and Vicki are co-chairing the 

event.  If you would like to 

help out, please contact one of 

the chairs.   

Poker:  Next dates-May 16-18 

at Lincoln Lanes, details to be 

announced. 

 

 

Prospects: 

Keep working your individual 

prospect lists.  Greater good 

could be done in the commu-

nity and internationally with 

more helping hands! 

PR Intern Work:  The new 

display board was presented at 

the January meeting.  The tri-

fold flyer is also being worked 

on. 

Lunch and Learns:  The L&L 

at the Literacy Center had 8 

guests in attendance.  Follow 

up will be in the form of thank 

you emails with invitations to 

join us at upcoming events and 

meetings. 

  Z O N T A  N E W Z  

òToo often we 

underestimate the 

power of a touch, a 

smile, a kind word, a 

listening ear, an 

honest compliment, 

or the smallest act of 

caring, all of which 

have the potential to 

turn a life around.ó 

ñLeo Buscaglia 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://elpasoportraits.com/zencart/images/Honorable_Mention_Yellow_Rose_Thumb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://elpasoportraits.com/zencart/index.php%3Fmain_page%3Dproduct_info%26products_id%3D7&usg=__ooTHYQw_KTwXHjczXBcmmZoGjr0


Presidentõs Message 
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New Zontian, 

Beth Bialik, 

hosted a viewing 

of the Amelia 

movie at her 

house on Febru-

ary 18, 2010, 

complete with 

cookies shaped 

like planes.  

Thank you, Beth!  

I must say that, 

although I feel 

confident the movie will not be nominated 

for an Oscar, it was nonetheless interesting, 

and definitely made me think.  Right from 

the get-go, you see that Amelia was strong-

willed.  Yet, when presented with the 

first opportunity to “fly” over the At-

lantic, it was as a passenger.  Based on 

her strong-willed nature, I thought she 

would tell the person (male) proposing 

the “flight” to go stick it.  But, she 

didn’t.  I think she knew in her heart 

that she had to start somewhere.  Her 

achievement was going to require 

baby steps.  Once she achieved her 

goal of being first woman to “fly” 

over the Atlantic, she set her goal to 

be the first female pilot to fly a plane 

over the Atlantic.  Once she achieved 

that goal, she set her next goal to be 

the first female pilot to fly around the 

world.  Sometimes, we need to remind 

ourselves that achieving a goal some-

times requires steps.  Even so, our 

steps may result in failure.  But, we 

cannot let the failure keep us down.  If 

we always keep our ultimate goal in 

focus, knowing that sometimes baby 

steps are necessary, and we will stum-

ble along the way, ultimately, our goal 

will be achieved. 

 

 

In 1869 British MP John Stuart Mill was the first person in Parliament to call for women's right to vote. On 19 September 
1893 New Zealand became the first country in the world to give women the right to vote. Women in other countries did not 
enjoy this equality and campaigned for justice for many years. 
In 1910 a second International Conference of Working Women was held in Copenhagen. A woman named Clara Zetkin 
(Leader of the 'Women's Office' for the Social Democratic Party in Germany) tabled the idea of an International Women's 
Day. She proposed that every year in every country there should be a celebration on the same day - a Women's Day - to 
press for their demands. The conference of over 100 women from 17 countries, representing unions, socialist parties, work-
ing women's clubs, and including the first three women elected to the Finnish parliament, greeted Zetkin's suggestion with 
unanimous approval and thus International Women's Day was the result. 
The very first International Women's Day was launched the following year by Clara Zetkin on 19 March (not 8 March). The 
date was chosen because on 19 March in the year of the 1848 revolution, the Prussian king recognized for the first time the 
strength of the armed people and gave way before the threat of a proletarian uprising. Among the many promise he made, 
which he later failed to keep, was the introduction of votes for women. 
Plans for the first International Women's Day demonstration were spread by word of mouth and in the press. During the 
week before International Women's Day two journals appeared: The Vote for Women in Germany and Women's Day in 
Austria. Various articles were devoted to International Women's Day: 'Women and Parliament', 'The Working Women and 
Municipal Affairs', 'What Has the Housewife got to do with Politics?', etc. The articles thoroughly analyzed the question of 
the equality of women in the government and in society. All articles emphasized the same point that it was absolutely nec-
essary to make parliament more democratic by extending the franchise to women. 
Success of the first International Women's Day in 1911 exceeded all expectation. 
Meetings were organized everywhere in small towns and even the villages 
halls were packed so full that male workers were asked to give up their 
places for women. 
Men stayed at home with their children for a change, and their wives, the 
captive housewives, went to meetings. 
During the largest street demonstration of 30,000 women, the police decided 
to remove the demonstrators' banners so the women workers made a stand. 
In the scuffle that followed, bloodshed was averted only with the help of the 
socialist deputies in Parliament. 
In 1913 International Women's Day was transferred to 8 March and this day 
has remained the global date for International Women's Day ever since. 
During International Women's Year in 1975, IWD was given official recogni-
tion by the United Nations and was taken up by many governments. Interna-
tional Women's Day is marked by a national holiday in China, Armenia, Rus-
sia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, 
Moldova, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.  

THE FIRST INTERNATIO NAL WOMEN'S DAY  

Excerpt from:  http://www.internationalwomensday.com/first.asp 

http://wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Zetkin
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://thegood.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/1-amelia-earhart-l.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sexualityinart.wordpress.com/2007/10/23/amelia-earhart-flying-outside-of-the-boundaries/&usg=__U3R_eZBGx7GS1co6G7y0jMPr0gg=&h=480&w=


 5:30pm Business Meeting & Dinner 

 Pietroõs Italian Restaurant 

 2728 Birchcrest Dr, S.E. 

Please email vvandenberg@yahoo.com with 

your meal choice. 

 7:00pm Excused for Half the Sky Live 

 Celebration! Cinema North 

 2121 Celebration Dr., N.E. 

Program:  Half the Sky LiveñInspired by 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists 

Nicholas Kristofôs and Sheryl 

WuDunnôs New York Times 

bestseller, ñHalf The Sky,ò which 

follows the stories of extraordinary 

women around the world as they 

struggle to overcome oppression.  

Dinner:  $15.00, includes meal, tip, room 

rental and soft drinks.  Other beverages can 

be purchased at the cash bar. 

Important Dates 

February 2010, American Heart Month, Heart 

Disease is the #1 killer of women; Wear red in 

February to stand up and speak out against heart 

disease in women; Make every day in February Go 

Red Day!  Visit www.goredforwomen.org spon-

sored by the American Heart Association for 

more information. 

February 18, 2010, 6:00 p.m., Amelia movie night 

at Elizabeth Bialikõs house 

March 4, 2010, 7:30 p.m., Half the Sky live event, 

Celebration! Cinema North, Tickets $11.50 at the 

door, bring a friend and fill the theater 

March 8, 2010, Zonta Rose Day/International 

Womenõs Day 

May 9-15, 2010, National Womenõs Helath Week 

May 13, 2010, 3:00pm Girls Learning Day, Grand 

Haven 

May 16-18, 2010, Poker Fundraiser, Lincoln Lanes 

Next Business Meeting: 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Dear Zontians,  
On 6 November 2009, UNIFEM launched Say NO ï UNiTE to End Violence Against Women, a global advocacy initiative to stimulate, count and 
showcase actions on ending violence against women around the world. Zonta International was one of 80 organizations worldwide to join 
UNIFEM as a launch partner.  

 
Zonta International, our clubs and our members have already found numerous 
ways to support efforts to prevent violence against women around the globe. To 
maximize Zontaôs participation in the Say NO ï UNiTE to End Violence Against 
Women initiative and to raise awareness of our efforts at the global and local level, 
we need the participation of all our districts and clubs.  
 
First, please take a minute to sign the global call to end violence against women 
by clicking on the Say NO banner below. If you have already added your name to 

the global call, please sign it again to support Zontaôs participation in this new initiative. Encourage your club members to do the same, and assist 
members with adding their names to the global call at your next club meeting.  
 
After you have added your name to the global call, notify headquarters of any actions taken (as of 6 November 2009) by your district or club to 
help prevent violence against women. Actions can include, but are not limited to, participating in a walk to raise awareness of domestic violence, 
volunteering or supporting a local womenôs shelter, organizing community workshops or observing the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Vio-
lence in your local community. Please send your submissions, including the name of your district or club, a description of the action and the num-
ber of participants, to advocacy@zonta.org.  
 
The goal of the Say NO initiative is to collectively reach 100,000 actions by March 2010 and 1 million actions in one year. Submit your actions, 
and help us raise awareness of Zonta Internationalôs efforts to prevent violence against women around the world!  
 
Thank you for your participation and support.  
Beryl Sten, President Zonta International  

 

 

(http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/zonta-

international-unites-say-no-violence-against-women) 

http://www.goredforwomen.org
http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/zonta-international-unites-say-no-violence-against-women
http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/zonta-international-unites-say-no-violence-against-women
http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/zonta-international-unites-say-no-violence-against-women

